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2024 ELECTION YEAR ENDORSEMENTS
Updated 12/9/2023

Thank you for expressing interest in seeking an endorsement from the Mendocino Women's
Political Coalition. MWPC is committed to uniting women in Mendocino County, promoting
diversity, fostering economic opportunities, and encouraging women's active political
participation. Our goals include advocating for women's issues, supporting sustainable
environmental practices, and endorsing qualified candidates who share our values.

MWPC seeks out qualified candidates who share our vision for a more inclusive, equitable, and
environmentally conscious community. Endorsed candidates will receive our official support,
and in some cases may receive a campaign donation. To request endorsement, please complete
this candidate questionnaire.

We appreciate your dedication to public service and look forward to learning more about how
your positions on key issues align with MWPC's mission.

Thank you for working with us to create positive change and improve our communities.

Completed questionnaires for the March 2024 primary election
must be returned by December 12, 2023, to be considered for
MWPC endorsement at the December 14 candidate forum.

Email to: kristana.arp@gmail.com or

Or mail to:MWPC, BOX 1140, Ukiah, CA 95482

Response Format
This questionnaire has been provided in both Microsoft Word and as a fillable PDF. Candidates
may submit their written responses in any format they choose, as long as the responses are
complete and legible.

Office-Specific Questions
Candidates have an opportunity to answer the questions on the next page, which are specific to
each elected office.

Candidates previously endorsed for an office must submit a new response to be considered for
endorsement again.

mailto:kristana.arp@gmail.com?subject=MWPC%20Candidate%20Questionnaire%20Response


2024 Election Year Endorsements
OFFICE-SPECIFIC QUESTIONS
Provide your responses to the following questions in Part Three, Question I. Candidates may
attach additional pages as needed.

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

1. What skills or experience will you bring to understand and improve the County’s finances?

I started my own business at 20 which is still in operation today. I was on the board of
Ukiah Natural Foods for 11 years. Currently I am on Redwood Valley County Water
District and helped turn it away from bankruptcy by securing water to sell to our domestic
and ag customers. I can read financial statements. I know how to be a responsible
fiduciary agent.

2. What actions would you take to restore the public’s faith in the ability of the Board of
Supervisors to govern?

I would work to make the County more transparent and accessible. I would push for all
supervisors to put out monthly reports about the committees they are on and the work
they're doing for the community as supervisor. I would reassert the supervisor's role in
managing the County along with the executive office by switching to a CAO model where
the board would lead by setting policy and managing department heads independent of the
executive office by setting goals and expectations, then evaluating progress on mutually
agreed upon goals on a consistent basis.

3. What steps would you take to improve morale and reduce turnover among County staff?

I would work with the union to develop a system that supports employees through training
and a functioning HR department that rewards and promotes employees based on merit
and not on cronyism. I would work to get county finances in order so we can pay
competitive wages.

4. What do you see as the main drivers of homelessness in the County? What approaches do
you believe should be implemented or enhanced to promote stable housing for County
residents?

Homelessness is driven by economics, drug abuse exacerbated by mental illness, and a
support system that isn’t actively engaging the homeless population enough. We need more
affordable housing, better paying jobs and we need to be more proactive in encouraging
those on the streets to seek and accept services. We don’t have a comprehensive enough
system to close the gaps, people fall through the cracks and find themselves stuck
struggling with their substance abuse and mental illness which reinforces their
homelessness.



5. What steps can the County take to protect our environment, manage our resources, and
mitigate the negative effects of climate change, including droughts and wildfires?

The primary way the County affects these issues is through land use policy. We need to
create and implement policies that prioritize these issues. The County needs to require
development and business to conserve resources and encourage more sustainable
practices.
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CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE 

ELEVATOR PITCH: Why you are the best candidate for this office? Please provide a concise 
introduction that can be communicated in 30 seconds or less. (One short paragraph) 

Phone: 

Name: 

Email: 

Election Date: 

Office Sought: 

Campaign Name: 

Website: 

Campaign Email: 

Campaign Number: 

Campaign Treasurer: 

You may provide longer answers on a separate page, and attach any relevant campaign materials.



PART ONE - MWPC Core Principles 

 

Reproductive Choice: In recent years there has been an orchestrated effort to chip away at 
women’s right to reproductive choice by dividing the issue into sub-issues including 
parental consent and public funding of family planning and abortion.  

Do you unequivocally support a woman’s right to reproductive self-determination?

Do you support public funding of abortion?  

Please state any reservations:  

Child Care and Dependent Care: Do you support increased access to childcare and 
other dependent care programs funded from all available sources? 

Supp ort of Ending Discrimination: Will you make a commitment to ending 
discrimination based on race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, ethnic origin, marital status, 
socioeconomic status and disability?   

Do you support Marriage Equality? 

Elimination of Sexual Harassment: Will you work to ensure that laws and educational 
programs are in place to eliminate sexual harassment? 

Comparable Worth: Comparable Worth is the effort to bring wages in female-dominated 
occupations to a level of pay equal to other jobs (often male dominated) that require 
comparable skills, responsibilities and education. Do you support the concept of 
Comparable Worth? 



 
PART TWO – Campaign Information 

A. What are your qualifications for this office?

B. What campaign experience and training have you had?

C. List your major endorsements.

D. Where do you expect to get your main political, financial and volunteer support?



E. Describe your campaign organization (staff, consultants, volunteers)

F. Describe your campaign strategy (mailers, forums, walking, phone banks, etc.)

G. List your opposition:

H. What are the demographics and political affiliation of your district?



 

 

 
 
 
 
PART THREE – Office-Specific Questions 
 
Please answer the specific questions for each election office and year (see attached) in the box 
below. List the question number next to each response, and attach additional pages as needed. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PART FOUR – Personal Information 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

I. Office-specific responses:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

J. Please tell us something about yourself, (occupation, education, family, community 
involvement, etc.) You may attach your resume if you wish. 




	Name: Adam Gaska
	Phone: 707-272-5477
	Email: mendocinoorganics@gmail.com
	Election Date: March 5, 2023
	Office Sought: 1st District Supervisor
	Campaign Name: Campaign to Elect Adam Gaska 1st District Supervisor
	Campaign Email: adamgaska1sdistrictsupervisor@gmail.com
	Website: www.adamgaska.com
	Campaign Phone Number: don’t have one yet
	Campaign Treasurer: me
	Elevator Pitch: I have 20+ years running my own farm business and being involved in the community. I have volunteered in many capacity’s from performing in a theater troupe to educate on HIV/AIDS prevention, teaching school children the importance of healthy eating habits and exercise through the American Cancer Society’s 5 a Day Program, serving on the board of Ukiah Natural Foods, and more recently working on local/regional water policy. I am also a husband and father that is motivated to work to make this community as good as the one I grew up in. Our County is crisis. I am willing, able and qualified to help turn that around.
	Describe any reservations about abortion here: 
	Comments1: 
	Comments2: yes
	Comments3: 
	Comments4: yes
	Reproductive self-determination?: yes
	Public funding of abortion?: I support single payer health care which should include family planning
	Child and dependent care funding?: yes
	Comparable worth?: 
	Marriage equality?: yes
	End descrimination?: yes
	Eliminate sexual harassment?: 
	Qualifications: I am smart, self motivated, and strongly believe in public service. I have started and run my own business for 20 years. I was on the board of a medium sized business for 11 years. I am able to research subjects and reach out to experts to gain further knowledge to make informed decisions. My goal is to do the best for the most. I am able to put aside my own personal biases and avoid conflict in order to achieve goals that benefit us all.
	Campaign experience: I helped with the 2004 Measure H campaign by being a regional coordinator. I tabled and phone banked.
	Endorsements: SEIU 1021 and North Bay Labor Council. 
	Political, financial, volunteer support: From the community by directly reaching out. I have spent the last few days calling for donatins and endorsements. I have raised $3000 in 2 days. I have a handful of people willing to do phone banking and door knocking with me. 
	Campaign Organization: I don’t have staff. I am my own campaign manager and treasurer but I have a decent amount of volunteers.
	Campaign Strategy: From now until the end of the year I will be making phone calls for endorsements and donations. I will have signs by the first week of January. People have volunteered to help my put them up, I have a map of places all around the district to put up large signs at strategic places and requests for small sign. After the New Year, I will be door knocking with door hangers or doing meet and greets almost every single day until March 5th. I am using the County GIS platform to combine with voter rolls to decide where to prioritize my door kncking efforts. 
	Opposition: Madeline Cline, Carrie Shattuck, Trevor Mockel
	District demographics: The 1st is the most conservative right leaning district but has moved a bit to the left with the inclusion of Hopland since redistrciting. Roughly 11,000 should vote in this election. Potter Valley is the most right leaning followed by Redwood Valley. Redwood Valley is 1/3 of the 1st district. East of Ukiah, Talmage and Hopland are left. It’s mostly white and older with a growing Latino population. 
	Office-Specific Responses: 
	Personal Information: I m a farmer/rancher. I took my high school equvalency at 16, moved onto college. At 17 I moved out of my parents and started supporting myself. At 19 I started Mendocino Organics which evolved to Mendocino Meats. Currently I am employed by Golden Vineyards which is in the process of purchasing Mendocino Meats. At 18 I was in a theater Troupe, COMBAT, which did HIV/AIDs eduction in local schools. I went on the become an outreach worker, took classes with AODP and helped start the needle exchange in Ukiah. At 20 I shifted gears and started farming. I volunteered for the Cancer Society for a bit. I went through the Leadership Mendocino program. I serve as chair of Redwood Valley County Water District, on the UVBGSA, and the RVMAC. I have a wife, Paula, and two children, Alona and Gabriel. My parents have both passed. I care took my father the last few years of his life. I don’t have a resume as I have been self employeed most of my adult life.


