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Thank you for expressing interest in seeking an endorsement from the Mendocino Women's 
Political Coalition. MWPC is committed to uniting women in Mendocino County, promoting 
diversity, fostering economic opportunities, and encouraging women's active political 
participation. Our goals include advocating for women's issues, supporting sustainable 
environmental practices, and endorsing qualified candidates who share our values. 
 
MWPC seeks out qualified candidates who share our vision for a more inclusive, equitable, and 
environmentally conscious community. Endorsed candidates will receive our official support, 
and in some cases may receive a campaign donation. To request endorsement, please complete 
this candidate questionnaire.  
 
We appreciate your dedication to public service and look forward to learning more about how 
your positions on key issues align with MWPC's mission. Thank you for working with us to 
create positive change and improve our communities. 
 
 

Assembly District 2 candidates who wish to be considered for MWPC 
endorsement in the March 2024 primary election must return completed 
questionnaires by February 5, 2024.  
 
MWPC nominations for endorsement will be collected after candidate forum 
events on February 1 and February 15. 
 
Email to: kristana.arp@gmail.com and CC: mayers4ky@gmail.com 
 
Or mail to: MWPC, BOX 1140, Ukiah, CA 95482  
 
 

Response Format 
This questionnaire has been provided in both Microsoft Word and as a fillable PDF. Candidates 
may submit their written responses in any format they choose, as long as the responses are 
complete and legible. 
 
Office-Specific Questions 
There are no office-specific questions for California Assembly District 2 candidates, so you may 
leave Part III blank. 
 

mailto:kristana.arp@gmail.com?subject=MWPC%20Candidate%20Questionnaire%20Response
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CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE 

ELEVATOR PITCH: Why you are the best candidate for this office? Please provide a concise 
introduction that can be communicated in 30 seconds or less. (One short paragraph) 

Phone: 

Name: 

Email: 

Election Date: 

Office Sought: 

Campaign Name: 

Website: 

Campaign Email: 

Campaign Number: 

Campaign Treasurer: 

You may provide longer answers on a separate page, and attach any relevant campaign materials.



PART ONE - MWPC Core Principles 

 

Reproductive Choice: In recent years there has been an orchestrated effort to chip away at 
women’s right to reproductive choice by dividing the issue into sub-issues including 
parental consent and public funding of family planning and abortion.  

Do you unequivocally support a woman’s right to reproductive self-determination?

Do you support public funding of abortion?  

Please state any reservations:  

Child Care and Dependent Care: Do you support increased access to childcare and 
other dependent care programs funded from all available sources? 

Supp ort of Ending Discrimination: Will you make a commitment to ending 
discrimination based on race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, ethnic origin, marital status, 
socioeconomic status and disability?   

Do you support Marriage Equality? 

Elimination of Sexual Harassment: Will you work to ensure that laws and educational 
programs are in place to eliminate sexual harassment? 

Comparable Worth: Comparable Worth is the effort to bring wages in female-dominated 
occupations to a level of pay equal to other jobs (often male dominated) that require 
comparable skills, responsibilities and education. Do you support the concept of 
Comparable Worth? 



 
PART TWO – Campaign Information 

A. What are your qualifications for this office?

B. What campaign experience and training have you had?

C. List your major endorsements.

D. Where do you expect to get your main political, financial and volunteer support?



E. Describe your campaign organization (staff, consultants, volunteers)

F. Describe your campaign strategy (mailers, forums, walking, phone banks, etc.)

G. List your opposition:

H. What are the demographics and political affiliation of your district?



 

 

 
 
 
 
PART THREE – Office-Specific Questions 
 
Please answer the specific questions for each election office and year (see attached) in the box 
below. List the question number next to each response, and attach additional pages as needed. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PART FOUR – Personal Information 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

I. Office-specific responses:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

J. Please tell us something about yourself, (occupation, education, family, community 
involvement, etc.) You may attach your resume if you wish. 



PART FIVE – Financial Information (Confidential) 

SUBMIT 

By submitting this questionnaire, you give us permission to post your responses to Parts One 
through Four on the MWPC website at https://mendocinowomen.org/endorsements/. 

Candidate's Signature: ______________________________ Date: _2/8/24__________________

An electronic copy of this questionnaire is at https://mendocinowomen.org/endorsements/ if you 
prefer to download a fillable PDF version. 

Return this completed questionnaire by the deadline to be considered for endorsement. 

Mail to:  MWPC  ~ or ~  Email to: kristana.arp@gmail.com. 
BOX 1140 
Ukiah, CA 95482   � ��

K. What is your projected budget? How much have you raised at present? How do you
intend to raise the balance? (This is for our information only, and will not be posted on the
MWPC website.)


	Name: Ariel Kelley
	Phone: 7073851282
	Email: ariel@arielkelley.com
	Election Date: 03/05/2024
	Office Sought: CA State Assembly District 2 
	Campaign Name:  Ariel Kelley for Assembly 2024
	Campaign Email:  team@arielkelley.com
	Website: arielkelley.com
	Campaign Phone Number: 1464228
	Campaign Treasurer: Denise Lewis
	Elevator Pitch: I am a anon-profit CEO, mom to two amazing kids and for the past year I served as Mayor of Healdsburg. I am running for State Assembly because I know that how we address challenges in our communities today which will determine the future of our state for generations to come. To take action on urgent issues - like housing, access to healthcare, wildfires, and education - we need someone that is ready to roll up their sleeves and get to work. That’s me. I have a proven record on the issues that matter in my community and across this district.  As Mayor, I led the city in reducing homelessness by over 60%, implemented a housing plan that is yielding more homes built than at any time in the last 20 years, and created our first-ever Wildfire Protection Plan. As the co-founder of Corazon Healdsburg, I worked to provide craddle-to-career education programs to make sure our vulnerable families were connected to essential resources like prenatal education. I’m endorsed by local firefighters, Reproductive Freedom for All, the Democratic Legislative Women’s Caucus, and local elected officials up and down the North Coast. As Assemblywoman, I will always fight for our communities. 
	Describe any reservations about abortion here: I do not have any reservations about a woman’s right to reproductive choice. In addition to defending our rights to care, I am determined to expand access to care across the district, especially our rural communities. 
	Comments1:  I have a track record of delivering on increasing childcare access across the region. I advocated to build a city-funded childcare center on city-owned property, which is set to open very soon & worked to put an early childhood ed and healthcare tax measure on the ballot. 
	Comments2: This will be a top priority for me in the assembly, along with the Democratic Legislative Women's Caucus who have endorsed me.  
	Comments3: I wholeheartedly support marriage equality, and commit to ending any form of discrimination in our communities and state. 
	Comments4: This is critically important and as someone who has experienced sexual harassment, I will fight to ensure adequate laws and protections are in place to ensure others do not have to endure what I had to. 
	Reproductive self-determination?:  Yes 
	Public funding of abortion?:  Yes
	Child and dependent care funding?: Yes 
	Comparable worth?: Yes 
	Marriage equality?: Yes 
	End descrimination?: Yes 
	Eliminate sexual harassment?: Yes
	Qualifications: I hold a BA and MBA in business management, as well as a JD from Golden Gate University. I am a trained land use attorney and understand the need to balance growth and building housing with our environmental needs. In addition to my work in Healdsburg Parks and Rec Commissioner, City councilmember, and Mayor, I have also work regionally as a Sonoma County Planning Commissioner, and as the head of a variety of regional boards including the Ag and Open Space District, Regional Climate Protection Authority, Transportation Authority and Air Pollution Control District. I have delivered on the needs of our communities across Sonoma County, building housing, protecting us from wildfires, and creating opportunities for our families to succeed. I would bring all of these qualifications with me to Sacramento as your Assemblywoman. 
	Campaign experience: One of my earliest experiences of political activism was speaking about the need to access abortion care at an event for John Kerry while I was in college. Since then, I have engaged with campaigns as a supporter and a candidate. During my 2020 run for city council, I made over 10,000 phone calls and was the highest voter getter in our city’s history, despite a crowded race of seven candidates. I have participated in the Emerge program for women electeds and worked closely with Close the Gap on my campaign. 
	Endorsements: Organizations: Democratic Legislative Women’s Caucus, Reproductive Freedom for All California (formerly NARAL), California Women’s List, Fund Her, Ukiah Valley Firefighters, Healdsburg Firefighters, Legislative Jewish Caucus  Individuals: Assembly Majority Leader Cecilia Aguiar-Curry (District 4), Senator Marie Alvarado-Gil (District 4), Senator Susan Eggman (District 5), Senator Angelique Ashby (District 8), Senator Nancy Skinner (District 9), Senator Scott Weiner (District 11), Assemblywoman Rebecca Bauer Kahan (District 16), Sonoma County Supervsiors Lynda Hopkins, James Gore, and David Rabbitt, Mendocino County Supervisor Mo Mulheren, Sonoma County Sherriff Eddie Engram, Mendocino County Sheriff Matt Kendall, Sebastopol Mayor Diana Rich, Ukiah Mayor Josefina Duenñas, Healdsburg Mayor David Hagele, Fort Bragg  Councilmember Lindy Peters, Ukiah Councilmember Susan Sher, Kashia Chairman Reno Franklin & others
	Political, financial, volunteer support: My main political, financial, and volunteer support has come from right here in Assembly District 2. To date, I have received more donations thank any other candidate in this race, including 820 contributions from over 650 inviduals. Of those 800+ donations, 639 are donations of $250 or less. 77% of my campaign donations have come within the district, and I have financial support from all five counties. My political support comes from people that have seen me in action and know I can get things done. Whether thats our local firefighters, my entire city council, or other Mayors who have seen me in action. My volunteer base is full of people who I’ve worked on behalf of and alongside for years. Some of my strongest volunteers are moms in my community who have seen me work. Whether it is writing postcards, knocking doors, calling voters, or hosting community coffees, they’re the backbone of this campaign 
	Campaign Organization: My campaign team consists of a rockstar group of women. My campaign manager Julia is full-time staff. We also work with a general consultant, Natalie LeBlanc, digital team (KMM Strategies), mail team (Pivot Group), and digital fundraising team (Blue Wave). We have a volunteer field lead who manages volunteer relationships and runs phone banks, also a young woman. Bode Gower, a local Ukiah High School student, also works with us to help put up signs and coordinate youth enagement in Mendocino County. This is in addition to countless volunteers who are signing up to phone bank, canvas, and write letters to community members. 
	Campaign Strategy: Given the short campaign, our strategy contains all of the forms of voter outreach listed above. We are sending mailers, participating in candidate forums, knocking doors in dense areas, reaching out to voters over the phone, and hosting a variety of house parties and public meet-and-greet events to get to know voters. Our goal is to make sure that no matter where you are in the district, you are able to connect with our campaign. 
	Opposition: Rusty Hicks 
Chris Rogers 
Frankie Myers 
Ted Williams 
Mike Greer 
	District demographics: Approximately 70 / 30 Democrat and Republican split in the majority of elections (indicating voting behavior not political party stated). 

63% White, 22% Latino, 1.15% Black, 3% AAPI, 3% Native American. 
	Office-Specific Responses: N/A 
	Personal Information: I grew up on the McKenzie River outside of Eugene, Oregon. Most of my earliest childhood memories revolved around the river, whether I was playing in it or holding a picket sign to defend it. As founding members of the McKenzie River Trust, my family made sure I understood the importance of our natural environment and it is one of the reasons I love the North Coast. After moving to attend law school in San Francisco I fell in love with the North Coast and knew this district is the place I wanted to call home.  As a mom to two young kids, Mackenzie and Jake, I fight to make sure that the North Coast and California that I know and love will be here for generations to come. I am running for State Assembly because I believe we need someone in the Assembly that is going to roll up their sleeves, build consensus, and get things done the way that I have during my time in local government around the issues that matter.
	Financial Information:    Given the outside money being brought into this race, I plan to raise and spend the full $720,000 spending limit to be able to compete. At present, we have raised $482,385 with $11,000 in outstanding pledges. I plan ton continue to fundraise and will put my own funds in, if needed. 


