


Mendocino Women’s Political Coalition 		
2024 ELECTION YEAR ENDORSEMENTS
California Assembly District 2 Version | Updated 1/29/2024

Thank you for expressing interest in seeking an endorsement from the Mendocino Women's Political Coalition. MWPC is committed to uniting women in Mendocino County, promoting diversity, fostering economic opportunities, and encouraging women's active political participation. Our goals include advocating for women's issues, supporting sustainable environmental practices, and endorsing qualified candidates who share our values.

MWPC seeks out qualified candidates who share our vision for a more inclusive, equitable, and environmentally conscious community. Endorsed candidates will receive our official support, and in some cases may receive a campaign donation. To request endorsement, please complete this candidate questionnaire. 

We appreciate your dedication to public service and look forward to learning more about how your positions on key issues align with MWPC's mission. Thank you for working with us to create positive change and improve our communities.


Assembly District 2 candidates who wish to be considered for MWPC endorsement in the November 2024 presidential election must return completed questionnaires by September 20, 2024. 

MWPC nominations for endorsement will be collected after candidate forum events on September 24, 2024

Email to:	kristana.arp@gmail.com and cc: mayers4ky@gmail.com

Or mail to:	MWPC, BOX 1140, Ukiah, CA 95482 


Response Format

This questionnaire has been provided in Microsoft Word. Candidates may submit their written responses in any format they choose, as long as the responses are complete and legible.

.









Mendocino Women’s Political Coalition 	Updated 12/9/2021	
CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE
You may provide longer answers on a separate page and attach any relevant campaign materials.


Name      Robin LelerPhone:

Name:
Email:
Election Date:
Campaign Name: 

Website:
Campaign Email:

Campaign Committee ID Number*:
Campaign Treasurer:


Address   150 E Mendocino Ave,   Willits, CA  95490

email       robin@leler.com

phone     (707) 459-0155

Committee Name:   none

Address

Phone

* California campaign committees may obtain a committee ID number by filing Form 410, Statement of Organization, with the California Fair Political Practices Commission. Form 410 must be filed within 10 days of raising $2,000 or more. For more information go to https://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn.html.


ELEVATOR PITCH: Why you are the best candidate for this office? Please provide a concise introduction that can be communicated in 30 seconds or less (one short paragraph).


I do not see this race as competitive. Five candidates are stepping up to fill three seats.  Any combination of “winners”, will serve our community cooperatively.

In 2012, Willits received notices of cancer-causing compounds in our drinking water. I worked successfully to upgrade our equipment,  practices and management to ensure safe drinking water for the following decade.  Willits faces new challenges that we’ll have to navigate if we are to have enough water to increase housing sustainably.

 






Yes, I support a woman’s right to reproductive self-determination and public funding of abortion.
with no reservations


I agree wholeheartedly with all MWPC Core Principles

 (though I can’t seem to get my answers to fit into the format of this form successfully. Sorry for that)




PART ONE - MWPC Core PrinciplesChild Care and Dependent Care: Do you support increased access to childcare and other dependent care programs funded from all available sources?

Support of Ending Discrimination: Will you make a commitment to ending discrimination based on race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, ethnic origin, marital status, socioeconomic status and disability?  

Do you support Marriage Equality?

Elimination of Sexual Harassment: Will you work to ensure that laws and educational programs are in place to eliminate sexual harassment?

Comparable Worth: Comparable Worth is the effort to bring wages in female-dominated occupations to a level of pay equal to other jobs (often male dominated) that require comparable skills, responsibilities and education. Do you support the concept of Comparable Worth?



Reproductive Choice: In recent years there has been an orchestrated effort to chip away at women’s right to reproductive choice by dividing the issue into sub-issues including parental consent and public funding of family planning and abortion. 

Do you unequivocally support a woman’s right to reproductive self-determination? 

Do you support public funding of abortion? 

Please state any reservations: 















	


















PART TWO – Campaign Information
A. What are your qualifications for this office?
B. What campaign experience and training have you had?

C. List your major endorsements.

D. Where do you expect to get your main political, financial and volunteer support?



A.  My qualifications for this office:

I attend Willits City Council meetings regularly and stay involved with issues as they come up.  I seek out people on all sides of an issue and keep asking questions until everyone has been heard and a shared understanding emerges.

I am an educator, teaching in Willits schools since 1994.  I have practical experience finding common ground on issues.  I don’t believe we have to agree to be able to work together for the community.  I also have years of small business experience and experience working with non-profit organizations.  I can read and balance a budget.  Good math & communication skills

I am not seeking endorsements.  Discussing policy with a wide constituency seems more important than personal endorsement, which can be divisive.

 I attended workshops with MWPC in 2012 when I ran for Willits City Council previously and am still inspired by what I learned.  I also seek out current office holders, including current City Council members, who have graciously shared their on-the-job wisdom:  Madge Strong, Virginia and Larry Stranske, Steve Scalmanini.

B.Campaign experience and training.
I attended workshops with MWPC in 2012 .  I constantly seek out experienced office holders past and present, who are willing to share their on-the-job wisdom, including Madge Strong, Virginia and Larry Stranske, and Steve Scalmanini.




From my fellow educators, from my fellow Sierra Club members and leaders, from my Willits Community Theatre buddies, from friends of all kinds, neighbors and extended family.
In other words, I have many friends and colleagues in business, politics, education, the arts, and the environmental community.




	















































E. Describe your campaign organization (staff, consultants, volunteers.)

F. Describe your campaign strategy (mailers, forums, walking, phone banks, etc.)
G. List your opposition:




We are all friends working for the good of our community.












A friend with graphic design experience came up with a beautiful postcard sized handout on recycled paper that has been very well received.  I purchased a walking index of all 2844 active voters within the Willits city limits and I go out walking for two hours every evening knocking on doors and introducing myself in person.  My goal was to reach out to all voters, but am more likely to reach about half the eligible voters.  I am pleased to have met people working in fields I do not have experience with, such as mental health, behavioral health, homelessness, science, connecting high school students with local corporations and business niches, finances and grant-writing.  Several have agreed to advise me in their areas of expertise.  








There are five candidates for three seats.  Two incumbents are running to keep their seats and one incumbent is retiring to spend time with her first and only grandchild.  She asked me a year ago to throw my hat in the ring because I have worked with her on environmental and economic development issues in the past.  A fellow teacher decided to run.  We’ve met and agreed to use this campaign time to introduce new ideas so that whoever wins will have adequate exposure to be a good council member.  The fifth candidate is our former Sheriff.  People I talk to on my door to door rounds are having a hard time figuring out why the former Sheriff is running as he does not attend City Council meetings, nor have any interest in city level policies such as housing, planning, economic development, streets and sidewalks, water systems, etc.
H. What are the demographics and political affiliation of your district?



Voters in Willits are mostly Democrats, with a small minority Republicans.  Our public school students are about 49% White, around 36-38% Spanish-speaking and nearly 10% Native American, less than 2% Black and less than 2% Asian.    The economy is based on resource extraction (timber and cannabis).  17% of our county list their occupation as artists, including musicians.  This has great potential.  Our small live theatre is attracting significant out-of-town fans and visitors and music venues and events are thriving.































PART THREE – Office-Specific Questions

Please answer the specific questions for each election office and year (see attached) in the box below. List the question number next to each response, and attach additional pages as needed.

1. How will assist women and children?






















With quality educational opportunities, math skills,  work experience, college preparation.   As we plan for more housing, we can encourage family friendly spaces and in-fill, such as cluster housing with safe outdoor areas for children to play in.  This encourages co-parenting and builds community among parents that lessens the burdens on single parents.






















PART FOUR – Personal Information
J. Please tell us something about yourself, (occupation, education, family, community involvement, etc.) You may attach your resume if you wish.



My mother was a Nebraska farm girl.  In the 1940’s  Methodist and Congregational churchs, among others, sponsored networks of Negro colleges in the Deep South. So off she went to Alabama to teach.  That experience solidified a life-time interest in education and civil rights.  I have two siblings.  We were raised in a unique neighborhood, an intentional mix of thirty families, ⅓ Black, ⅓ White and ⅓ Asian.  I can’t imagine a better multicultural education than growing up with neighbors, playmates, parents and baby-sitters of so many cultures, from Irish Catholic to Japanese Buddhist and Polish/Latvian Jew (my father’s family - a dozen of his  aunts, uncles and cousins perished in the Warsaw ghetto)  

After I graduated high school in 1969, I attended UC Santa Cruz for a year as an English major, but soon returned to Palo Alto, hungry for a real education.  I was entranced by Ecology Action, a loose coalition of Stanford students and housewives that started one of the first recycling programs in the country.  E.A. also sponsored bicycle repair classes, solar building design, vegetarian potlucks, and organic gardening classes.  I co-managed Common Ground,  an organic garden supply store and educational center from 1971 until 1982, my future husband ran a research garden in the Stanford Industrial Park, trying to determine the smallest amount of land one would need to grow all one’s food sustainably. After 10 years the site of the research garden was turned into a parking lot.  We traveled the West Coast from Mexico to Canada for two years looking for a new home for the research garden and ended up in the hills east of Willits in 1982 with two young daughters.  We lived off the grid for seven years, building a two-acre demonstration garden on the side of a mountain, and started workshops for biointensive apprentices from around the world:  Mexico, Kenya, Russia.  These workshops have resulted in thousands of biointensive training centers and millions of organic mini-farmers growing food and teaching others in over 100 countries.  I finished my B.A. degree in 1991 from Sonoma State.  Our daughters needed to live in town to attend school and have a normal social life.  I began substitute teaching and decided I enjoyed teaching  enough to go back to college and earn a high school  teaching credential at the age of 45.  I taught at Willits High School in the 1990’s (Spanish and English - I helped the first six bilingual students graduate from WHS).  I landed my first job as a full-time credentialed teacher with the Mendocino County Office of Education (MCOE) teaching a self-contained  classroom behind Mendo-Mill for high school students that needed an alternative format to succeed and graduate.  I taught for MCOE from 1997 through 2012.  I retired from MCOE in 2013, because I had breast cancer but soon went back to substitute teaching for WUSD.  I taught Special Ed classes for three years when there was a teacher shortage during Covid  I continue to substitute for 4th grade classes (my new love) 1 or 2 days a week.  

I am extremely proud of my garden.  I have a dozen different fruit trees, planned to produce something every month of the year: grapes, figs, apples, pears, mulberries, raspberries, cherries, persimmons, feijoas, blackberries, sugar plums, kumquats, limes, apricots, acorns and dandelions.

My third love is Outdoor education.  I take a leadership role in the Sierra Club working on sustainable forestry and making the Eel River whole again.



PART FIVE – Financial Information (Confidential)
K. What is your projected budget? How much have you raised at present? How do you intend to raise the balance? (This is for our information only, and will not be posted on the MWPC website.)





I expect to raise and spend less than $1000 on this campaign.  So far I have $100 in my campaign account and have received an in-kind donation of $280 from a friend that paid for the printing of my postcard size flyers








SUBMIT

By submitting this questionnaire, you give us permission to post your responses to Parts One through Four on the MWPC website at https://mendocinowomen.org/endorsements/.



Candidate's Signature: __Robin Leler_____ Date:  Sept. 30, 2024___________________                      




Return this completed questionnaire by the deadline to be considered for endorsement.

Mail to: 	MWPC		           ~ or ~  		Email to:	kristana.arp@gmail.com.
		BOX 1140
		Ukiah, CA 95482   	 
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