1. Elevator Pitch 

I’m Buffey Wright Bourassa. I’ve worked in county government for over a decade, served in tribal leadership, and built my career around public service. I’m running for District 3 Supervisor because our communities deserve leadership that understands how county government works and how to make it work better for the people it serves. My focus is simple: safer communities, better roads, housing people can afford, and accountable leadership.
Buffey Wright Bourassa 4/9/2026

2. MWPC Core Principles

Reproductive Choice:  I support a woman’s right to make her own reproductive healthcare decisions, including abortion, without political interference, and I support public funding to ensure that right is truly accessible regardless of income, geography, or insurance coverage.
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Child Care and Dependent Care:  Yes, I support increased access to childcare and dependent care programs, and I believe we should use every available funding source to expand them. These services are essential for working families, caregivers, and the overall health of our communities.
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Comparable Worth:  I support comparable worth because fair pay for work of equal value is a basic matter of equality, dignity, and respect.
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Support of Ending Discrimination:  I am fully committed to ending discrimination based on race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, ethnic origin, marital status, socioeconomic status, and disability, and I strongly support marriage equality.
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Elimination of Sexual Harassment:  I will work to ensure that strong laws, policies, and educational programs are in place to prevent and eliminate sexual harassment.
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3. Campaign Information
District 3 is geographically large and highly diverse, encompassing Willits, Laytonville, Covelo, and surrounding rural, tribal, agricultural, and unincorporated communities. My constituents include working families, seniors, tribal members, students, teachers, ranchers, farmers, small business owners, and residents living in remote areas where access to services can be limited.
The most pressing issues I hear about are roads and infrastructure, housing people can afford, water security, public safety, emergency preparedness, access to healthcare and behavioral health services, and the lack of livable-wage jobs. For many rural and underserved communities, distance, limited transportation, and reduced access to county services make these challenges even greater. For ranchers and farmers, these same issues directly affect their ability to operate, move goods, protect their land, and sustain their livelihoods.
I believe some of the most underserved populations in District 3 include tribal communities, rural seniors, working families, agricultural communities, and residents in remote unincorporated areas who are too often overlooked in county decision-making.
My approach is to focus on practical, community-based solutions: improving roads and core infrastructure, supporting housing near existing services, strengthening emergency planning and water security, expanding access to healthcare and behavioral health support, and promoting economic opportunities that create more livable-wage jobs. I will work to ensure county government is more responsive, more accountable, and more attentive to the everyday needs of the people of District 3.
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4. Personal Information
I currently serve as the Restorative Justice Program Manager at the Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office, where I work to support residents through rehabilitation, education, and successful reentry into the community. I earned two Associate of Science degrees from Mendocino College in Business Accounting and Business Management.
I am married, the mother of four adult sons, and the grandmother of six grandsons. I am also helping raise my great-nephew. My husband and I have fostered children for more than a decade, which has strengthened my commitment to family, service, and community.
I am actively involved in several local organizations, including the Willits Rotary Club, the Adventist Health Howard Memorial Community Board and Governance Committee, and the Community Foundation Four Baskets Fund Advisory Board. I’m also a member of the Inland Mendocino Democratic Club, P.E.O., and Willits Economic Localization (WELL).
My professional work and community involvement have given me a strong understanding of the needs of Mendocino County families and the importance of leadership that is practical, compassionate, and rooted in service.
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